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The same patriotic spirit, though based on a
different foundation from the Finnish nationalistic
one, was found by Sibelius in the group in which
the great painter, Albert Edelfelt's bright, noble
personality, uniting, conciliating, brought clarity
and breadth to the discussions and a spirit of
effective, energetic optimism. Sibelius also found
great spiritual encouragement among the standard-
bearers of the young Finnish-Swedish literature, in
Tavaststjerna, Lybeck and Procope. The incarna-
tion, in his whole personality, of chivalrous toler-
ance and raised far above all narrow-minded
fanaticism, the young composer met with as ready
sympathy for his art and his style among these
Swedish friends as among those to whom he was
drawn by community of language and cultural and
political views.

The case of Sibelius was not an isolated one.
Both Gallen and Aho had intimate personal friends
among Swedes, and Tavaststjerna was at this time
seeking for connections beyond the language fron-
tier in his vexed reaction against what he called
" guild-Swedomania."   The ideal enthusiasm, the
feeling that in reality all were fighting for the same
cause,  was in general so  strong  among young
Finnish and Swedish artists and men of culture in
the idyllic Finland of the go's that it victoriously
burst the barriers of language and party.    The
threat  of  danger  from  the  East  welded  them
together.   The contrasts between them acted bene-
ficently,  inciting  them  to  competition   without
jealousy, not in a crippling, sterilising way*